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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 33-39 and 44-56 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 33-39, 44-51 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0095474 A1 to 
Matsufune in view of U.S. Patent 6,292,219 to Fredlund et al. 

4. Claims 33-39 are corresponding method claims to, and fully encompassed by, 
system claims 44-50 respectively. Thus, for the sake of brevity, Applicant is directed to 
the detailed rejection of claims 44-50 below, as claims 33-39 are rejected for similar 
rationale. 

5. With respect to claim 44 Matsufune discloses, in Fig. 1-33, a system for forming 
a presentation comprising a set of image sequences (paragraph 64), the system 
comprising: a digital camera (1 ) operated by a camera operator (paragraph 68, 75 and 
78); a control panel comprising a display (29) and an operator interface (27) (See Fig. 1 
and paragraph 70-71); a control logic processor (11) communicatively connected to the 
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digital camera (1) and the control panel (paragraph 76, 94 and 104); a data storage 
device system (16, 22, 23 and 24) communicatively connected to the control logic 
processor (1 1) and storing instructions configured to cause the control logic processor 
(1 1 ) to implement a method for forming a presentation comprising a set of image 
sequences (paragraph 84, 102 and 394-399; where a storage system is made up of 
several memories for storing various information; one of said memories in the system is 
used to store a control program to perform the functions of the camera), wherein the 
instructions comprise: (a) instructions for obtaining programmed instructions from the 
data storage device system, the programmed instructions for capturing members of the 
set of image sequences (paragraph 177 and 166; where a template is selected, these 
templates are stored in memory); (b) instructions for assembling an electronic 
storyboard, according to the programmed instructions, comprising a plan for the 
arrangement of said members of the set of image sequences made at least in part 
before their capture (paragraph 110, 1 17 and 164-237; where a template is created as 
described in paragraph 164-237, this is done prior to capturing the images); (c) 
instructions for prompting the camera operator to have the camera operator use the 
camera to capture individual members of said set of said image sequences by 
displaying operator instructions to the camera operator (Fig. 7-8 and paragraphs 248- 
251); (d) instructions for storing said set of said image sequences in the data storage 
device system (paragraph 96 and 267-268); (e) instructions for assembling the 
presentation using said set of said image sequences, including the individual members 
captured by the camera operator, according to said electronic storyboard (paragraph 
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127-128); and (f) instructions for recording the presentation to the data storage device 
system (paragraph 117 and 163). 

6. Matsufune also discloses the need (and goal of the invention) to provide 
complex video editing functions, which typically include special effects, in a simple 
manner (paragraph 16 and 21-22) and Matsufune discloses the capability to add 
effects via the control panel (paragraph 71 ). Matsufune does not expressly disclose 
examples of added effect. More specifically, wherein the instructions for assembling 
include instructions for adding pre-stored images to at least some of the individual 
members captured by the camera operator, and wherein the pre-stored images are 
stored in the data storage device before the camera operator captures the individual 
members. 

7. In analogous art, Fredlund teaches, in Fig. 1-9, a system for forming video 
images wherein pre-stored images are applied to at least some video captured by the 
camera operator and wherein the pre-stored images are stored in the data storage 
device of the system before the camera operator captures the individual members 
(abstract, column 2 line 62 through column 3 line 5 and column 3 lines 19-27 and 41- 
49). Therefore, Fredlund teaches wherein the instructions for assembling include 
instructions for adding pre-stored images to at least some of the individual members 
captured by the camera operator, and wherein the pre-stored images are stored in the 
data storage device before the camera operator captures the individual members. 

8. At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have combined the special effects addition of Fredlund with the 
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presentation generation of Matsufune as both as drawn towards the same goal of 
providing professional video editing functionality in a simple manner to a novice user 
(paragraph 21-22 of Matsufune and column 1 lines 58-61) and Matsufune is void of any 
specific examples of how it adds the disclosed user added effects (paragraph 71), thus, 
one of ordinary skill would be inclined to search out arts such as Fredlund which has the 
common goal of Matsufune. 

9. With respect to claim 45 Matsufune discloses, in Fig. 1-33, a system according 
to claim 44 wherein the instructions for obtaining programmed instructions comprises 
instructions for reading a magnetic medium (paragraph 382). 

10. With respect to claim 46 Matsufune discloses, in Fig. 1-33, a system according 
to claim 44 wherein the instructions for obtaining programmed instructions comprises 
instructions for reading an optical medium (paragraph 121). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 47 Matsufune discloses, in Fig. 1-33, a system according 
to claim 44 wherein the instructions for obtaining programmed instructions comprises 
instructions for communicating over a network (paragraph 99, 380 and 399). 

12. With respect to claim 48 Matsufune discloses, in Fig. 1-33, a system according 
to claim 44 wherein the instructions for assembling an electronic storyboard comprise 
instructions for obtaining operator responses to prompts (paragraph 118 and 126). 

13. With respect to claim 49 Matsufune discloses, in Fig. 1-33, a system according 
to claim 44 wherein the instructions further comprise instructions for obtaining stored 
images for use in the presentation (paragraph 127). 
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14. With respect to claim 50 Matsufune discloses, in Fig. 1-33, a system according 
to claim 44 wherein the instructions for assembling the presentation comprise 
instructions for: (a) loading into the data storage device system at least one pre-stored 
image not obtained from the camera (paragraph 98-100 and 180); and (b) using said at 
least one pre-stored image as part of the presentation (paragraph 163, 172; where pre- 
stored images such as #1 , #3 and #5 are used in the presentation). 

15. Claims 51 is a corresponding method claims to, and fully encompassed by, 
system claim 54. Thus, for the sake of brevity, Applicant is directed to the detailed 
rejection of claim 54 below, as claims 51 is rejected for similar rationale. 

16. With respect to claim 54 Fredlund teaches wherein the added pre-stored 
images include text graphics related to subject-matter represented by the corresponding 
individual member into which the text graphics are added (column 1 lines 33-50). At the 
time the invention was made it would have been obvious to add text graphics 
corresponding to persons in the photo, such as a birthday message, for doing so was 
an analogous known technique for providing special effects at the time of Fredlund. 

17. Claims 52, 53, 55 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0095474 A1 to 
Matsufune in view of U.S. Patent 6,292,219 to Fredlund et al in further view of U.S. 
Patent 5,914,748 to Parulski et al. 

18. Claims 52 and 55 are encompassed by more details claims 53 and 56 and are 
therefore rejected for the same reasons as claims 53 and 56 below. 
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19. With respect to claims 53 and 56 Matsufune in view of Fredlund teach the 
limitations of claims 33 and 44. 

20. Matsufune in view of Fredlund does not expressly disclose a method and 
system, wherein a particular one of the individual members captured by the camera 
operator represents a background of another of the individual members, but without a 
subject of the other of the individual members, wherein the added pre-stored images 
include a pre-stored background image, wherein the instructions for assembling include 
instructions for replacing the background of the other of the individual members with the 
pre-stored background image, while retaining the subject of the other of the individual 
members, and wherein the replacing is performed by comparing the background 
represented by the particular individual member and the background of the other of the 
individual members. 

21 . In analogous art, Parulski teaches, in Fig. 1 , an imaging system for capturing 
images (abstract) wherein a particular one of the individual members captured by the 
camera operator represents a background of another of the individual members, but 
without a subject of the other of the individual members (step 16 and 20, column 2 lines 
34-37), wherein the added pre-stored images include a pre-stored background image 
(28) (column 2 lines 41-42), wherein the instructions for assembling include instructions 
for replacing the background of the other of the individual members with the pre-stored 
background image, while retaining the subject of the other of the individual members 
(step 30 and 26, column 2 lines 39-45), and wherein the replacing is performed by 
comparing the background represented by the particular individual member and the 
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background of the other of the individual members (step 24, column 2 lines 32-34 and 
37-39). Therefore, Parulski teaches a method and system, wherein a particular one of 
the individual members captured by the camera operator represents a background of 
another of the individual members, but without a subject of the other of the individual 
members, wherein the added pre-stored images include a pre-stored background 
image, wherein the instructions for assembling include instructions for replacing the 
background of the other of the individual members with the pre-stored background 
image, while retaining the subject of the other of the individual members, and wherein 
the replacing is performed by comparing the background represented by the particular 
individual member and the background of the other of the individual members. 

22. As stated in Parulski (column 1 lines 21-23 and 31-35) at the time the invention 
was made it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have included 
the special effects of Parulski for creating composition images in the method and 
system of Matsufune in view of Fredlund, for doing so would provide a means for 
extraction of people/objects of interest which is easily accomplished by inexperienced 
users without requiring a special colored background, which reduces the cost and 
lighting required from previous systems. 

Conclusion 

23. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,946 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2622 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL M. PASIEWICZ whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5516. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571 )272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sinh Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2622 

DMP 

April 20, 2010 



